Thank you for your interest in
becoming a volunteer at Belle
Grove Plantation.
Belle Grove is a great place to learn about
Shenandoah Valley History, meet new
people, and serve the local community all
while having fun! Located just south of
Middletown, Virginia near the intersection
of I-81 and I-66, Belle Grove Plantation is
both a National and Virginia Historic
Landmark and a Property of the National
Trust for Historic Preservation. It is also a
non-profit partner in the Cedar Creek and
Belle Grove National Historical Park.
Constructed between 1794 and 1797, the
Manor House boasts authentic Jeffersonian
architecture, an impressive decorative arts
collection and sweeping views of the Blue
Ridge, Allegheny and Massanutten
Mountains. The plantation holds popular
annual events and is open for daily touring
from late March through October,
weekends in November, and on selected
days in December for Christmas tours.
One of the reasons I keep coming back season after
season is that the Belle Grove staff make a real effort
to let you know just how much you are appreciated. I
have never completed a shift without someone thanking
me and making me feel appreciated. Another reason is
that I have made lifelong friends at Belle Grove;
friends who share my interest and love of history and of
Belle Grove. Kate, Docent
Every time I drive down the road it makes me smile,
the people are wonderful and I love the history.
Melanie, Admissions & Garden Volunteer
Here, everyone is fun and we have a great time doing
things and I have learned so much.
Peter, Building and Grounds Volunteer

What are the Benefits of Belonging to
Belle Grove’s Docent Guild and Service
League?
1. The opportunity to become a member of Belle
Grove and receive all of its membership
privileges.
2. A 20% discount on all non-consignment items
in the gift shop.
3. Monthly membership newsletter to keep you
informed of opportunities and events.
4. Complimentary admission to events when you
give a few hours of volunteer time.
5. Passes to bring guests to visit Belle Grove
during regular touring hours.
6. Invitations to participate in all Belle Grove
lectures and workshops, and meetings and
events.
7. The chance to meet new people, be an integral
part of Belle Grove’s family, provide
meaningful community service to Virginia and
the Shenandoah Valley, and to participate in
programs and trips to learn about history,
archaeology, the decorative arts, and
preservation.
8.

The satisfaction of knowing you are providing
an extra measure of support to Belle Grove
through your generous gifts of time, energy
and special expertise.
336 Belle Grove Road
P.O. Box 537
Middletown, VA 22645
(540) 869-2028
info@bellegrove.org
www.bellegrove.org

www.facebook.com/BelleGrove
www.twitter.com/bellegrove1797
www.instagram.com/BelleGrove1797

Volunteering at
Belle Grove:
Docent Guild
& Service
League
336 Belle Grove Road
P.O. Box 537
Middletown, VA 22645
(540) 869-2028
info@bellegrove.org
www.bellegrove.org

Name__________________________

Address_________________________
_______________________________
Home Phone______________________
Cell Phone_______________________
E-Mail__________________________
Birthdate_______________ (month/day only)

Emergency Contact:
Name__________________________
Phone__________________________
What is the best way to contact you?
□ by phone

□ by cell phone

□ by email

Please indicate your all areas of interest:
□ Docent
□ Adult Tour Group Guide
□ School Tour Group Guide
□ Admissions Desk
□ Maintenance Tasks
□ Gardener/Flower Arranger
□ Helping out with special events
Days you would most like to volunteer:
□ Sunday
□ Thursday
□ Monday
□ Friday
□ Tuesday
□ Saturday
□ Wednesday

Please detach this form and mail to:
Belle Grove Plantation
P.O. Box 537, Middletown, VA 22645

Belle Grove’s Docent Guild & Service League
What is a Docent?
According to Noah Webster,
the word “docent” comes
from the Latin docui (to teach,
instruct, informs, show and
tell). Belle Grove’s Docents
are the ambassadors who
welcome visitors from across
America and throughout the
world. They conduct tours of the Manor House to
interpret Belle Grove’s heritage and bring to life its
unique history through its architecture, decorative
objects, family stories, preservation efforts, and
research.

Why are Docents important to
Belle Grove?
Belle Grove’s docents are its major link with both
the local community and visitors. Their time,
energy and interest support the work of the staff
and Board of Directors to make Belle Grove’s
house a home and its story a compelling educational
experience for all who visit.

Who qualifies as a Docent?
Docent Guild volunteers pledge to participate in an
initial training program, attend annual
educational sessions, and give an average of ten
hours per month.

What is a Service League Volunteer?
Service League volunteers work as house sitters,
office and maintenance volunteers, workers for
special events, and a host of other necessary
jobs that help keep Belle Grove thriving. The
Service League welcomes visitors and are often
the first person a guest meets at Belle Grove, at
the Admission’s Desk, at an information booth,
or being a host in a room of the Manor House
during special events (“house-sitting”). Their
“behind-the-scenes” work helps to bring to life
Belle Grove’s heritage and history and maintain
the smooth operation of the museum and its
programs.

Why are Service League Volunteers
Important to Belle Grove?
Belle Grove’s Service League Volunteers are
vital to the overall work of the museum. Their
special skills and interests enhance the work of
the docents, and Belle Grove’s staff, and the
Board of Directors.

Who Qualifies as a Service League
Volunteer?
Service League volunteers pledge to attend
initial and annual training sessions, and to give
an average of nine hours per month working in
the museum offices, admissions area, shop, or
garden, helping with maintenance, or assisting
with special events.

